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It is slightly disappointing to find an almost complete absence of pathological and biochemical papers in the work presented. Each paper is followed by a brief discussion, and the symposium concluded with a general discussion. Unfortunately, many of the discussions contribute little to the material presented in the papers.
The symposium is clearly a necessity for the bookshelf of the worker in the field of tissue transplantation, but will prove hard going for the general reader.
The Serology of Conglutination and its Relation to Disease by R R A Coombs MRCVS BSC PhD, Anne M Coombs BA PhD and D G Ingram DVM MVSC PhD pp v+210 illustrated 40s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This is a complex subject and the book makes difficult reading. Nevertheless, these authors of international fame have succeeded not only in clarifying much of the past work and convincing one of the reality of the various reactions associated with conglutination but, even more important, they have put the subject into correct perspective.
It is an authoritative book for those working in the field of serology but not for general readers. A point of interest to the clinician is the suggestion that conglutination has an important role to play in infection. Its production may be stimulated during the course of an illness and as an autoantibody to complement it may play a part in preventing suprainfection. The frequency with which acute intermittent porphyria is misdiagnosed as an acute surgical emergency or as a primary mental disorder, and the diagnostic difficulties which may be presented by subjects with the various forms of so-called porphyria cutanea tarda, make a monograph on this subject particularly welcome. The great strides in the last fifteen years in our knowledge of the pathways of biosynthesis of hamoglobin and of the porphyrins now permit a better appreciation, if not an accurate localization, of the essen-tial lesions in the various disturbances of porphyrin metabolism. The precise abnormalities in the metabolic pathways remain subjects for research, as indeed does the effective treatment for these conditions. This volume, written by a senior research worker in collaboration with a clinician who has himself made important contributions in this field, provides a readily understood description of porphyrin metabolism and an excellent account of the clinical manifestations of its abnormalities. It is the first detailed and up-to-date account of the subject and will be of inestimable value not only to research workers in the field, but to clinicians who need to know the various manifestations of these diseases. Hematologists in particular will find much of interest since porphyrin biosynthesis is so important an aspect of their field of study. The book has excellent photographs and comprehensive references.
Cancer
Diagnosis, Treatment, and Prognosis by Lauren V Ackerman mD and Juan A del Regato MD 3rd ed pp 1296 illustrated £11 Saint Louis, Mo.: C VMosby London: Henry Kimpton 1962 In this third edition the authors, with the help of a number of contributors, have brought up to date their book which was first published in 1947 and which has become one of the outstanding works on clinical cancer in the English language. Since the last edition was published, many important contributions have appeared in the world literature and, in order to incorporate these, each chapter has had to be revised and many changes made in the text.
In the early chapters subjects of general interest are reviewed, such as cancer research, the pathology of cancer and modern methods of treatment by surgery and by radiotherapy. The greater part of the book deals with the disease systematically, and sections on incidence, etiology, clinical evolution, pathology, diagnosis and treatment are included in each chapter. The sections on prognosis are based only on long-term results reported from different centres, and give some idea of the encouraging results which can be achieved with adequate treatment.
While there may be minor criticisms of some of the views expressed, particularly with regard to methods of treatment and the relative place of surgery and radiotherapy, opinions on the whole represent the current views held in this country. The authors have rightly adopted a conservative attitude towards the newer methods of chemotherapy and refer to these only briefly.
The book is beautifully produced and illustrated and the line drawings are particularly pleasing. It
